- Images anc

cmes



. eloped through the
images  creates.
nd themes remain
perplexing.



Nothing

& A

” are important

(Act1 scenel).



Oswald k
Virtuous characters in order to




" Clothing

Ceremonial gar Y in court - suspect.
Conceals truth.

Fecis smnitaa restored - ready to put on
-

and

structs her servants to in



~ Animals

- associated
Gonerill anc (fiends and monsters).

thed’ like a vulture with a
V).

Gonerill
ish visage’

| (Act 1, scene iv)
egan she ‘looked black ... most serpent

L and Regan are by their



-~ Animals

‘—_sparrow fed the cuckoo so long/
bit off by its young” (Act 1 sc 4)

delia will “sing like

ge” (V.3. 9)
il image, however, song-birds
>, tame creatures.

5 visions of happiness



'Sight and Blindness

f seeing ~ Many images of:

e Monarch as
eSource of and life in
the kingdom
eWhen all the
characters associated with
him are left “darkling”.



NO eyes in your head, nor no money in your
four eyes are in a heavy case, your purse in a
7ou see how this world goes.

‘50 Isee it feelingly.

t8What, art mad? A man may see how this world
- goes with no eyes. Look with thine ears (IV. 6).



Sight and blindness

Puns |
Gloucester and L now ‘see how the world

bled” when saw.

r’s blinding - iCé

=gt i - endured by Lear on the heath.
ssociated with

light.

les — until Cordelia dies.

-



- Madness

A serious portr'é ~ of madness.
types

Political msamty

pity - Gloucester
ity Lear’s moral blindness?
of madness?



sedlam (Bethlehem)
hospital 1 visited by

entertain
; of the
hakespeare ha the audience to
bor Tom?




el St - by Edgar’s craziness (Act III).
. .



L uffering

Intense, violent a: :
iven almost

%=t ds closely linked to suffering.

t his senses are restored - Lear continues
to suffer (G

or dies of a

ent comes when

rdelia di
now, Kent too.

()

. l



Suffering cont...
- Causes?

s that the

b)izkng=chsisiiie (for his malignant daughters).
, ienced be

human acts of dness

rs suffer for their
sinned a

suffers too - in
~ 0. serves as a
sufferingv: -\ = EER N
orments are
characters themselves.

or because they

for

by the



Vhat Is HIEarned through the
L suffermg"

endure and
become more -






NATURE as a cruel force.‘*'ﬁﬁf

St  that nature is a
goddess es him with the
e status quo.
ore his badne: atural.
Gonerill ar careers seem to confirm this.
Cruelty co to them and they delight

_ natura for them, they seek their



JeuLJux‘ , caring, gentle)
- nature

as unnatural.
and Cordelia see it as

- against the natural order when he:
2cognise Cordelia’s worth - falsely calls her “a

eGives Gonerill and Regan over him.



Nature cont...

leads to uly

1t swear’s ‘frame of nature’
Arom the fixed place’. -
against the

atural

| herself.
St - both punishment and protest.



end of ActV 1 1
benevolent.

natural order
Cordelia’s death *

: when he asks, “Why
/And thou no breath at all?’

for Lear’s



}and Regan are most likely natinal Ty SSuats
No ob# = why they have hard hear -
But ar Causes the thunder through a110W1 ;
har SRR e reign.. -
: stiakesQl: in King Le
t?

. p - " VE

4 : ; o'}
Y !, the natural order i
2stroyed. g i

¥
i

&




- Justice
ng Lear and put each other

mi: their children , who
posses judgme
! fléis the of he
nd Regan’s assessment of their father is
acute and acc

(NOWS how to take in his

relati ' .
t seems that is not the preserve of
those with good intentions.



of Gonerill and Regan - presided over

(a parody of
st — highlights the absurdity of Lear’s actions)
forces is






Natural or poetic justice

e law when

d ( )

1e e of the duel as ;
rnwall b i

ind Regan are

lust. il

“csimeets a sticky end.




Harsh justice
Gloucester




Social justice

‘ ster carefully
radical co :
1lls on the to distribute

10re evenly, Lear considers the lives of the
> wretches’ he paid so little attention to
Lear ragesk:r£iaks of the

ind appears at himself and all

e who others when
ays ‘a dog’s obeyed in office’ (1V.6)

'f =

e s



Joes Shakespeare want us to remain
incomfortable about justice?

the ':.__of their actions in V.11
Human judgment



~ The Gods

deities.
to them in times of crisis,

from the characters.

-
L -




his side.

hostile..

__ used to descr1be Cordelia (IV, sc 6)
ner as an

nd Edgar behave

the virtues of

eYet, Cordelia is - hanged in (V.3).



Jiistice - are the gods just?

eve that the when her
 the stage just after Albany’s line
Jat .3).
1gree with Gloucester’s assessment of the
as capriciou
1111118 problematic too: ‘the gods are just, and
sant vices/ Make instruments to plague us’
oes not rir g true when Cordelia is hanged.
It is difficult to reconcile
di ‘.« with his description of his
0 as a (V.3).




ally
ing a case for
Coeiaitiaelctliiundermine every positive

t made about ods in King Lear?
brofesses it nature but shows
=50+t for any religion.
loes refer to the gods - speaks
Edmund’s is eventually by two god-
aring characters.
e atheist is to defeat the faithful.
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